Phoebe Phase 2: Structure of a Learning Design

See also http://phoebe-project.conted.ox.ac.uk/cgi-bin/trac.cgi/wiki/ContentDevelopment.

Phoebe divides a learning design is into 7 sections, each consisting of a number of components. In most cases, a component corresponds to a page of information which in Phase 1 was accessed via the subheadings on the Contents page. However, in Phase 1 the user could enter any number of discrete pieces of information about each component. In Phase 2, we propose to separate out these discrete pieces and provide an individual text box for each one. For no good reason in particular, I am calling these discrete pieces properties of their relevant components.
As far as the help/support screens are concerned, we will continue to provide one screen of help/support for each component: i.e. an individual screen may contain the help for between 1 and 9 properties/text boxes. See the wiki page for the rationale behind this approach.
The table below specifies this 3-level structure of a learning design, together with provisional notes relating to a) functional implementation and b) the provision of support for each component.
Guide to symbols used in the table:

#
Text box that users can duplicate (i.e. if they want more occurrences of the item e.g. learning outcomes, activities)

{   }
Delimit groups of related properties/text boxes that users might want to duplicate (e.g. the different things that make up an activity)

[3], [3-6], [6-10]
No. of lines in a text box, if more than one line is allowed (i.e. default is 1 line). Provide a scroll bar for boxes of 3-6 and 6-10 lines.

	ID
	Component
	Properties of component (text boxes)
	Notes re functionality
	Notes re support

	1. Contextual Information
	The what, who, when and where of this learning session

	CO1
	Title and author 
	Title
	
	

	
	
	Author(s)
	
	

	
	
	Brief description
	[3]
	

	CO2
	Course
	Course/programme title
	
	“Soft” link to CU3

	
	
	Year group
	
	

	
	
	Module
	
	

	
	
	No. of unit/session within module
	
	

	CO3
	Timetabling
	a) F2F
	Need to decide how to handle the F2F/online alternatives
	

	
	
	Term
	
	

	
	
	Week
	
	

	
	
	Date
	
	

	
	
	Start time
	
	

	
	
	Length of session
	
	

	
	
	b) Online
	
	

	
	
	Start date
	
	

	
	
	End date
	
	

	
	
	Expected study time
	
	

	CO4
	Staff 
	Principal teacher(s)
	
	

	
	
	{
Additional staff#
	
	

	
	
	
Role#
	
	

	
	
	
Notes on staff#   }
	Can contain any info the user needs to remind themselves to ensure that the staff member is available. Allow them to insert "mailto" link in this text.
	

	CO5
	Location
	Name or room number of the location
	
	“Soft” links to CU4, S1, S5

	
	
	Notes on location
	Can contain any info the user needs to remind themselves to ensure that the location is available. Allow them to insert "mailto" link in this text.
	

	CO6
	Health and Safety 
	Health and safety issues
	[3]
	

	2. Curriculum Aspects
	What is the purpose of this learning session?

	CU1
	Aims and objectives
	Aim#
	
	“Soft” link to CU2

	
	
	Objective#
	
	

	CU2
	Learning outcomes
	Learning outcome#
	Default no. of text boxes = 3.

Need to be able to see related activities (AC1 to AC3) once these have been set up
	“Soft” link to S4

	CU3
	Prerequisite skills/knowledge
	Prerequisites
	[3]
	“Soft” links to AC1, S4

	CU4
	Teaching resources
	{
Resource#
	Default no. of text boxes = 3.

Use the data in these boxes to populate  a drop-down list of resources for use when specifying the resources to be used in an individual activity.
	“Soft” link to CO5(?) Maybe reserve this section for large items of equipment needed for the whole lesson esp. ones that need to be booked or organised ahead of time.

	
	
	
Notes on resource#   }
	[3] each. Users may want to include a link to a URL or intranet location
	

	CU5
	Curriculum documentation 
	Source of curriculum
	Users may want to include a link to a URL or intranet location
	

	3. Assessment
	How are you going to determine whether students have achieved the intended learning outcomes?

	AS1
	Assessment method
	Type of assessment
	
	(i.e. diagnostic / formative / summative)

	
	
	Individual / pair / group work?
	
	

	
	
	Submit individually / collectively?
	
	

	
	
	Assessment criterion#
	Default no. of text boxes = 3.

Need to be able to link these directly to the learning outcomes: display drop-down list of LOs so that users can select which LO a particular criterion relates to. Also allow them to type in their own criteria from scratch, incl. allow them to type the URL/intranet location of an external doc containing the assessment criteria.

	Should equate to marking scheme

	
	
	Marker(s)
	
	

	
	
	Method of feedback
	
	

	AS2
	Assessment activity
	{
Title#
	
	“Soft” link to CU4, S4 (This allows for > 1 activity either for choice or to support differentiation. BUT unclear whether one would need separate criteria, markers etc. for each activity.)

	
	
	
Nature of activity#
	[6-10]
	

	
	
	
Length#
	
	

	
	
	
Resources needed#
	Allow user either to specify the resource here or to choose from a drop-down list of resources set up in the Curriculum section (CU4)
	

	
	
	
Submission deadline#   }
	
	

	4. The Students
	How many? What are their particular characteristics?

	S1
	Numbers
	Number of students
	
	“Soft” link to CO5

	S2
	Typical misconceptions
	Typical misconceptions
	[3-6]
	“Soft” link to S4

	S3
	Learning styles
	Learning styles
	[6-10]
	

	S4
	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	[6-10]
	“Soft” links to CU2, S2, AC2, AC3

	S5
	Accessibility
	Accessibility
	[3]
	“Soft” links to CO4, CO5

	S6
	Other characteristics
	Independence
	[3]
	Combine content for these 4 components

	
	
	Linguistic competence 
	[3]
	

	
	
	Social skills
	[3]
	

	
	
	ICT skills
	[3]
	

	S7
	Transferable experience 
	Transferable experience
	[3]
	

	5. Learning Activity Sequence
	What are the students going to do?

	AC1
	Preparation by students
	{
Title#
	
	

	
	
	
Nature of activity#
	[6-10]
	“Soft” link to S4

	
	
	
Associated learning outcome#
	Provide a drop-down list for users to choose from (CU2)
	

	
	
	
Length#
	
	

	
	
	
Individual / pair / group work?#
	
	

	
	
	
Resources needed#   }
	Allow user either to specify the resource here or to choose from a drop-down list of resources set up in the Curriculum section (CU4)
	

	AC2
	Main sequence

	{
Title#
	
	

	
	
	
Nature of activity#
	[6-10]
	“Soft” links to S4, AC3

(Could refer to an assessment activity specified in the assessment section if the assessment activity is to be embedded in the sequence)

	
	
	
Associated learning outcome#
	Provide a drop-down list for users to choose from (CU2)
	

	
	
	
Length#
	
	

	
	
	
Individual / pair / group work?#
	
	

	
	
	
Teacher’s role
	
	

	
	
	
Support and feedback
	
	

	
	
	
Resources needed#
	Allow user either to specify the resource here or to choose from a drop-down list of resources set up in the Curriculum section (CU4)
	

	
	
	
Additional/alternative activity#   }
	Could provide them with a drop-down list of additional & alternative activities, but it isn’t yet clear when the latter would be specified
	

	AC3
	Extension and reinforcement activities
	{
Title#
	
	“Soft” link to S4

	
	
	
Extension or reinforcement?#
	
	

	
	
	
Nature of activity#
	[6-10]
	

	
	
	
Associated learning outcome#
	Provide a drop-down list for users to choose from (CU2)
	

	
	
	
Length#
	
	

	
	
	
Individual / pair / group work?#
	
	

	
	
	
Teacher’s role#
	
	

	
	
	
Support and feedback#
	
	

	
	
	
Resources needed#   }
	Allow user either to specify the resource here or to choose from a drop-down list of resources set up in the Curriculum section (AS1)
	

	AC4
	Follow-up activities
	{
Title#
	
	(Non-assessed)

	
	
	
Nature of activity#
	[6-10]
	“Soft” link to S4

	
	
	
Associated learning outcome#
	Provide a drop-down list for users to choose from (CU2)
	

	
	
	
Length#
	
	

	
	
	
Individual / pair / group work?#
	
	

	
	
	
Resources needed#   }
	Allow user either to specify the resource here or to choose from a drop-down list of resources set up in the Curriculum section (CU4)
	

	6. Contingency Plan
	What will you do if things don’t go as expected?

	CP1
	Contingency plan
	Contingency plan
	[3-6]
	“Soft” link to AC3

	CP2
	Alternative activities 
	{
Title#
	
	

	
	
	
Associated “main” activity#
	?Allow user to choose from drop-down list (i.e. need some form of mapping between “main” and “add/alt” activities
	

	
	
	
Nature of activity#
	[6-10]
	

	
	
	
Associated learning outcome#
	Provide a drop-down list for users to choose from (CU2)
	

	
	
	
Length#
	
	

	
	
	
Individual / pair / group work?#
	
	

	
	
	
Teacher’s role#
	
	

	
	
	
Support and feedback#
	
	

	
	
	
Resources needed#   }
	Allow user either to specify the resource here or to choose from a drop-down list of resources set up in the Curriculum section (AS1)
	

	7. Reflections on the Learning Session
	What went well? How did the students react? What do you want to change?

	R1
	Personal impressions
	Personal impressions
	[6-10]

Allow users to enter URLs
	

	R2
	Outcome for students
	Outcome for students
	[6-10]

Allow users to enter URLs
	

	R3
	Quality of learning design 
	Quality of learning design 
	[6-10]

Allow users to enter URLs
	























� Assessment criteria are sometime laid out as a matrix of multiple criteria and grades. We are assuming that such complex structures would be used across different sessions/modules/courses and would probably be defined in a separate document.


� TBD: How to specify non-linear activities such as choices and conditional branching.
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